
It certainly seems to be that time of 
year.  It feels like fall is here or just 
around the corner.  It seems true for 
the last few days but, with weather in 
Missouri we will need to wait and 
see. The yards, windows, television 
shows, and even businesses are show-
ing the sure signs of fall.  The most 
obvious is the Pumpkin Spice Latte 
aroma.  That is at lease at my house. 

There are also the candy, costumes, 
decorations, and Jack lanterns.  The 
stores have Halloween items for 
weeks already.  There seems to be 
more and more people celebrating 
BIG for Halloween.  It seems that it is 
no longer enough to turn on the porch 
light and have a bowl of candy ready 
to hand out.  That is, if we keep up 
with the neighbors. We then need to 
have life sized decorations, haunting 
music, costumes for the adults an-
swering the door and the right treats. 
Everything edible must be commer-
cially wrapped, and therefore safe for 
the children.  A candy apple is not 
acceptable as are the games we 
played with apples (thanks Covid19).  
How in the world did we get to this 
all-out celebration of Halloween? 

 

Halloween started in antiquity with 
the pagan Celtic peoples. The pagan 
god Samhain (SAH-win), the god of 
death was celebrated as well as their 
departed dead and also celebrated 
was the end of the harvest.  The Celts 
dressed in costumes and made food 
for the spirits and kept their home in 
good shape to host and hopefully ap-

pease the visiting spirits to keep those 
spirits happy.  If the spirits were not 
happy, they might do harm or at least 
make trouble.  This quid pro quo 
maybe the beginning of Trick-or-
Treat.   

 

The pagan beginnings and other such 
things about Halloween leave some 
religious leaders dead set against the 
celebration.  I personally see no harm 
in families having a good time dress-
ing up and getting treats on the “Eve 
Day” of the special day set aside to 
remember all the Saints known and 
unknown.  That is if the Christian 
practice of remembering and honor-
ing the Saints is kept in mind.    

 

Historically in 609, Pope Boniface IV 
set May 13 as a day of remembrance 
for all Saints and martyrs.  In 837, 
Pope Gregory III set the date for this 
remembrance as November 1.  Now 
known as the Feast of All Saints, or 
All Saints Day..Medieval England is 
reported to have called this feast day 
All Hallows and the day before or eve 
was known as “All Hallows-eve” or 
Halloween.  There is much disagree-
ment about Halloween.  Just know it 
has a history that includes Christian 
faith and believers. 

 

So, instead of worrying, go have a 
good time with Halloween.  But, be 
sure to remember the saints known 
and unknown in your fun. 
Blessings, Rev. Randal 

 A Word from Reverend Randal... 
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Service Time 

 10:00 

Indoor Service 
 

 October General 
Board meeting will 
be on the 12th at 

6:00 PM.  

 



      BIRTHDAYS 
1– Lloyd Bentley 
3– Correy Jackson 
4– Jane Coleman 
     Angela Mills 
5– Anna Gass 
6– Carrie James 
8– Rennie Ballance 
     Ryan Layton 
     Don Swigert 
9– Torey Spitzig 
10– Gaines Branson 
       Todd Marshall 
11– Jeremi Jackson 
12– Wilma Amary 
       Mindy Kissner 

13– Dan Bishop 
15– Ron Schupp 
16– Jack Uhrig 
17– Mike James 
       Matt Kueker 
       Rob Ravenhill 
18– Ron Absher 
      Makenna Parker 
19– Paul Crews 
      Matt Green 
20– Nic Ess 
22– Lois Mencl 
23– Shane Bishop 
    Natalie Hoffelmeyer 
       Cathy Swinger 

24– Jessica Green 
25– Tyler Clemens 
       Brad Pistel 
28– Stephanie Green 
       Rebecca Perkins 
       Collin Porter 
       Donna Smith 
29– Melinda Swigert 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 3– Justin & Heidi Joliff 
13– Tim & Jennifer Marquess 
28– Lloyd & Rosie Bentley 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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The CWF women's group met Sept 18 in 
the parlor with 8 members present.  Our 

project for October will be making hygiene 
kits.  We will be placing 2 gallon bags, with 
the list of items inside, in the parlor for 

those wishing to help with this.   

Our next meeting will be October 18 in the 
home of Kay Wise at 1:30.  If you are in-
terested in fun fellowship, serving our 

church and continuing our learning about 
the Lord, please join us!!!  

October dinner will be on the 23rd , with 
pork loin, cheese potatoes and  green 

beans on the menu.  At this dinner, we will 
celebrate the 60th wedding anniversary 

of Doug & Cathy Swinger, who will be pro-
viding dessert for this event.  Please 
bring  a side dish or salad to share.  

On October 30th, we will 
be honoring Church 
members who have 
passed during this last 
year. If you have other 

loved ones you would like remembered, please 
contact the Church office by October 25th so 
that they may be included. 



Please be thinking about what 
you would like to contribute 
and let the outreach commit-
tee know by emailing Ginger 
at mcgraw@mmuonline.net or 
by calling the church office.   

We think this will be a fresh 
and welcome change with all of 
the proceeds from this event 
going to local organizations 
that help people in our commu-
nity.  The Chili Supper and 

Calling all bakers, cooks, 
grill masters, and kitchen 
chefs!!!  Instead of a silent 
auction to accompany our an-
nual chili supper, this year we 
are going to have a bake sale! 
Actually, it’s much more than 
a bake sale; we hope to have 
frozen casseroles, smoked 
meats, snack mixes, home 
canned goodies, lots of baked 
goods, and so much more. 

Pastries & Provisions Sale 
will be on the same night 
as the Hometown Christ-
mas Parade which is usually 
the first Friday in Decem-
ber.  
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 Upcoming Events 

 Board meeting on 
the 12th at 6:00 

 

 Fellowship Dinner 
on the 23rd 

 

 All Saint’s Day 
October 30th 

 

Praise band practice 
each Thursday at 
7:00 pm 

 

CWF meets the third 
Tuesday of each 
month.  
 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 Board 
Meeting 

13 14 15 

16 17 18 CWF  
meeting 
1:30 pm 

19 20 21 22 

23Fellow-
ship  
Dinner 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 All 
Saint’s 
Day 

31     
Halloween 

     

 October  2022 



Church Staff 

Minister– Rev. Randal DeMasters 

Custodians– Ron & Carol Schupp  

Financial Secretary– Ken Bryant 

Office Admin.– Hope Richards 

Music Director– Hope Richards 

Pianists–Kay Wise  

                Hope Richards 

 

Contact Information: 
firstccoffice@yahoo.com 
Phone: (660) 886-3338 

F IRST CHRIST IAN CHURCH 

 
Visit our 

 Church Website! 
 

Stop by our website at  
www.fccmarshallmo.org 
 to check out upcoming 

events and activities, serving 
schedules, bulletins and 

newsletters, and information 
about our groups, ministries, 

staff, etc.   
 
 

We’re  on the Web! 

fccmarshallmo.org 


