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A Message from our Pastor...

Service Time
10:00

Indoor Service

December General
Board

meeting will be
December 13 at
6:00 pm

Christmas Is Coming!

Christmas is coming! Isn’t
that wonderful? And this will
be my first Christmas with
the First Christian Church,
here in Marshall.

As your pastor’s wife, it
has been my pleasure to
meet so many of you, and
participate in so many of the
events and activities of the
church. | plan to continue do-
ing just that, and | hope to
get acquainted with every-
one.

But with Christmas com-
ing, | know that there will be
a special “shine,” so to
speak, on everything to do
with this wonderful church.

With the Chili/Soup Sup-
per, on the first of December
(the fundraiser whose pro-
ceeds are given to 12 helping
organizations in Marshall)
things will be off to a good
start. What better way to
celebrate Christmas, the birth
of our Lord Jesus Christ,
than to help those in need?

Then the Advent season
will begin, the four-week sea-
son when we prepare our
hearts and minds and souls
for Christmas. There will be
Advent candles, and Scrip-
ture readings, and of course,
the beautiful music and deco-
rations in the Sanctuary.

Christmas itself almost
seems like a 48-hour pe-
riod—Christmas Eve (on
Sunday this year) and Christ-
mas Day (this year on a
Monday). Both are special,
special times. They are times
when we will all rejoice in the
birthday of Jesus.

| do so very much look for-
ward to these seasons, at
this church, this year!

May God bless us all with a
joyous and meaningful
Christmas,

Rev. Sally DeMasters
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(cont’d page 1)

Reacl‘ning Qut

Welcome to the new monthly update from the FCC Outreach
Committee that we're calling “Reaching Out”. This update ac-
companies a letter in the November newsletter that hopefully
informed members of the overall, yearly outreach activities and

projects that are designed to reach out beyond the walls of the
church to help others.

The “Reaching Out” monthly update will let readers know what is happening currently so
that any help that is needed is communicated to everyone.

It will include the ‘how-to’ for each project and report on the
results of outreach projects.

So let’s get this inaugural update started!

January provides a breather from the busy November and
December activities.

FCC will provide a meal for the MVC Christian student
group on Sunday, January 28. If you would like to be
part of a team that provides a supper for about 25 col-
lege kids, please let Ginger or the office know.

The Mitten Tree is in the parlor and will be ‘decorated’ with donated mittens, hats, socks,
gloves, and more. All the items will be donated to area schools in January. (Tip: As
items go on sale, think ahead to next year’s Mitten Tree!)

And every month, you have the opportunity to bring non-perishable food items to add to
the large box inside the East entrance. These items will be given to the Community

Food Pantry which informs us that giving really slows down after the holidays, but the
need remains.
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Recap of November and December activities: The biggest outreach event of the year,
the Chili/Soup Supper & Eats, Sweets, and Treats Sale, was Friday, December 1+. At the
time of this writing, we don’t have results to share, but the participation before the
event was phenomenal!

A crew of 15 members made almost 300 soups and meals for the Eats, Sweets, and
Treats Salein less than three hours under the incredible direction of Tiffany Thornton.
Thank you to everyone who donated groceries and time to make this happen.

Outreach committee members created six scenes for Holiday Backdrops. They are amaz-
ing! Thank you for the creative work and for all of you who helped spread the word
with your fun pictures. Hopefully, these upbeat scenes helped draw people into the
church and provided a little extra joy.

Thank you to the many who helped set up the chili supper, cook, serve, and clean up.
It’s heartwarming to see the way our congregation works together to make this fund-
raiser happen!

Other ways FCC reached out in November and December included:

CWF assembled 108 Personal Hygiene Kits that will be shared with area schools for stu-
dents who lack these basic supplies.

Members filled 16 shoeboxes with toys and gifts for Operation Christmas Child. These
presents are headed to kids in desperate situations around the world.

Several hundred boxes of Jell-O were collected for the Holiday Project that provides food
and gift assistance to area families. We will continue collecting through December 12.

Thank you to everyone who helped in any way. Ginger calls this time of year “the sea-
son of asks”. It seems that so many of our outreach efforts occur in November and De-
cember, and it can be overwhelming. In 2024, we hope to spread the non-perishable
asks out over the year. Watch the newsletter and bul-

letins for info.

Perhaps instead of “the season of asks”, we should

think of this time as “the season of opportunities for
helping”; for ‘Reaching Out’ to our community.

Thank you for all the support,

FCC Outreach Committee
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December Birthdays and Anniversaries

We will be collecting jell-o
until December 11th. Please
help us reach our goal by
bringing in a few boxes be-

fore the deadline.

Church closings due to inclement
weather will be announced on
KMMO, and a One-Call will be sent
with as much notice as possible.

Our Church is signed up to “ring the bells” on
December 18th from Noon-8:00 PM in front of
Wal-Mart. Equipment provided will be the
bucket, the bell, an apron or two, and a huge
warm thermos of hot chocolate! Ok...the last
item isn’t provided, but wouldn’t that be
nice? There’s one thing missing...you! If you
would like to help spread the Christmas
cheer, please call the office for available time
slots. There will also be a sign up sheet in the
Parlor. Merry Christmas!

IT CAME WITH

RIBBONS

IT CAME WITHOUT
2BOWSH
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IT CAME WITHOUT
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3 1st Sunday of 4 5 6 / Church 8 9
Advent Ladies Luncheon
11:00 at Bloom-
fields

10 2nd Sunday of | 11 Last day to| 12 13 General 14 Praise band | 15 16
Advent collect Jell-o Board Meeting practice 5:30
6:00
17 3rd Sunday of | 18 19 cwr930 | 20 21 Praise band | 22 23
Advent Church Patlor practice 5:30
Congregational
meeting following
service
24 Christmas Eve 25 Christmas 26 27 28 Praise band | 29 30
Service 7:00 PM oftice closed office closed practice 5:30
31

In the past, our Church
has adopted a family for
Christmas. This year we
would like to do some-
thing different...we
would like to adopt eld-
erly individuals at various nursing homes that
have no family. We are hoping you can help us
out by bringing in items so that we can make
several gift bags. Ideas would be comfy blan-
kets, Christmas candy, any hygiene products

Bits and Pieces...

The Congregational meeting,
to approve the new budget,

has moved from December EiNe ) %
3rd to December 17th. This 3 e /éﬁ such as chap stick or lotion, large print cross-
brief meeting will take place : Ladi e S’ ’ word books, ornaments, snacks, small Christ-

mas décor, etc. You can drop off your donation

immediately following the [, CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
. at the office through December 17th.

10:00 worship service.
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January Birthdays and Anniversaries

- Our Mitten Tree is up
* and waiting to be
A filled! Please help us
£ f _cover the tree with

: " “warmth” so that we
can help keep little hands comfy this season.

This year our
Christmas Eve
Candlelight
Service will be
held on Sun-
day, December

communion and lighting of candles. The ser-
vice will be held in the Sanctuary.

CELEBRATION OF
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HAPPY NEW YEAR

If you would like to remem
ber a loved one with a Poin-
settia displayed this year,
please have them in the
Church office between De-
cember 18-20. If you would
like them back, they will be
available for pick-up after
December 27th.

24 at 7:00 PM. Join us as we share together in [

CWF will meet for a Christmas Coffee on De-
cember 19 at 9:30 AM in the Church Parlor.

“nibble” on while fellowshipping and singing.
All ladies are invited to attend!

Those attending are asked to bring something to [

January General Board
Meeting will be on the 10th

at 6:00 PM in the Church
Parlor We hope to see you
there!
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'The Christmas Story g‘é

By Leanne Guenther
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Once upon a time, ,-n
A long, long time ago.
Begins the story of a baby,
That most of you should know.
His daddy’s name was Joseph,
And Mary was His mom,
This babe was very special
He was God'’s only Son.
Some angels came from heaven,
And they began to sing.
To the shepherds in the fields below,

“Glad tidings do we bring!”

A bright star lit the heavens,
To light the magi’s way,

To the baby in the manger
Who was born on Christmas day.
And all who gathered round Him,

Rejoiced and praised His birth.
For the babe, the King, named Jesus,
Is our Sawour here on earthI

&‘*

“You may be the only ]eAi-lS people see”.
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Thank you to all who helped with our Annual Chili
Supper. What an undertaking! Teo help others is the
best gift we can ever give, and this project helps so
_many in our community! A big'warm hug to Ginger
McGraw, for her continued hard work and dedica-
tion in the organization of such a meaningful minis-
try. Merry Christmas!
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May the Holiday
. season fill your home &
- with joy, your heart =
& with love, and your life *~
with laughter.
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